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Hence the purification with pitch and buckthorn, and
hence the isolation in drinking, so that any pollution
that may be attaching to anyone may not be passed on.
Why the ghosts chose to walk then is uncertain ; perhaps
merely by chance the Anthesteria " fell so near to a primitive
ghost-ceremony called Chytroi, ' Pots', that the latter
became attached to it as a mournful finale " * ; but the
connection may also be more intimate. The dead, being in
the ground, are thought of as being subject to the gods of
the underworld, those same chthonian powers who have
care of the growing crops. The association of Demeter and
Persephone is an obvious case in point; rites concerned
with the dead and with the crops are always tending to run
into one another, and in a later age that hope of salvation
which was held out by these two great goddesses in their
mysteries at Eleusis was offered by the Brotherhoods of
Dionysos too.

The point of the isolated drinking at the Choes in due
course ceased to be obvious to every Athenian and was
explained by a myth, just as happened to the magic of the
Thesmophoria. And here too the story was attached to one
of the famous legends. When Orestes, it was said, in flight
after killing his mother, came to Athens, the king, Pandion
or Demophon, received him kindly, but could not expect
his subjects to sit at meat with a man under such an appalling
pollution; so, with superb tact, to save his guest the
humiliation of being conspicuously isolated, he gave
everyone present a separate cup and table.2

The purificatory value of pitch is derived from its
preservative power. Buckthorn is a purgative and hence
obviously potent to perform an " inward cleansing " in all
senses. The same type of idea occurred not very many
years ago to the old woman in Yorkshire who, impressed by
the injunction to have the Word within her (and not,
apparently, by Christ's remarks on the spiritual irrelevance
of what enters the body by the mouth), actually did eat a

1  Farnell, loc. cit., p. 224.

2  See Athenaios and Suidas, loc. cit.; Euripides, IpU, Taur, 953 ff.